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BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Today's date is 
December 10th, 2001. The time is 2:30 p.m. I am 
Battalion Chief Robert Burns, Safety Battalion, New 
York City Fire Department. I am conducting an 
interview with -- 

FIREFIGHTER RAE: Joseph Rae, Engine 255. 

BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: This is in regards to 
the events of September 11th, 2001. 

Q. If you could tell us in your own words, Joe, 
what happened. 

A. Myself, Steve Altini from 24 Engine and Craig 
Monahan from 5 Truck took Craig's truck into the Trade 
Center. We came through the Battery Tunnel. We drove 
north on West to about I'd say 90 West is the building 
where we pulled over and there's green scaffolding 
there. We pulled over. We got out of the pickup. 
Steve Altini went to 10 and 10 to get gear. Me and 
Craig Monahan got out of the rig. We put our gear on 
and we started walking north on West Street. 

As we kept approaching towards the Trade 
Center, there were all the rigs parked left and right. 
We went under the first pedestrian bridge, which would 
be about Liberty Street. We knew they were riding 


heavy, the engines and trucks, because we were looking 
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for masks and tools and there were no masks. Even the 
four-man engines didn't have any masks in them, and I 
knew they were riding heavy because it was change of 
tours. 

When we got about, I would say, the Vista 
Hotel, right there, we saw the ist Battalion parked 
there and we saw I think it was 10 Truck. I'm not too 
sure. There was a truck parked there. We kept 
walking. We got to about, I would say, probably around 
the second pedestrian bridge, over there, where we 
encountered Rescue 1, the 2nd Battalion, we saw 5 
Truck, we saw 3 Truck, I think 1 Engine was there, too, 
and in front of that was 18 Engine, which was towards 
the south. That's where we found our masks. We took 
the masks out of 18 Engine. 

We put the masks on. We started walking 
north to just about the second footbridge, which would 
be 6 World Trade, and all of a sudden we heard the 
explosion and the building started to come down and I 
ran up -- 

Q. Which tower? 
A. 2 World Trade Center started to collapse. We 
ran and I dove under a rig and I lost sight of Craig 


Monahan. I don't know where he went. I dove under a 
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rig. I'm not sure what the number was, but I dove 
under a rig. It came down. I got back up. After 
about ten minutes, it cleared. There was a hose line 
in the street. We were hosing each other off. 

I met up with Craig Monahan again and he said 
come on, come on, let's take 5 Truck's rig because 
there's guys on 6 World Trade, on the Customs Building, 
there's a little balcony there. So we moved the 
tiller. He told me turn the wheel all the way to the 
right. We backed the rig up. We put the rig up. We 
put the ladder up. There was a couple of Port 
Authority cops, a couple of firemen, I'm not too sure 
from where. 

We got up the pedestal, and then the second 
one came down, and once it started to come down, we 
ran. I ran up north towards about Vesey Street where 
12 Truck was parked on the corner of Vesey on, it would 
be the east side of the street. I dove under there and 
then the Trade Center, the second one came down. That 
would be 1 World Trade came down. We climbed out of 
there and we started walking back to see where all the 
collapses were. 

What I forgot to mention was, when we were 


walking north before the first collapse, I actually saw 
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that command post. I saw Chief Ganci. There were I'd 
say about maybe eight people there. I saw Chief 
Ganci. I saw Chief Feehan. The two of them were 
there. They were actually moving the command post back 
a little ways because they were moving it with maybe 
his driver or something. But they were all standing 
there and they were trying to push the thing back. 

After the first collapse, I didn't see the 
command post after that. After the second one 
collapsed, I crawled out of 12 Truck and we started 
back to see if we could find anybody because it was 
only me -- I lost sight of Craig Monahan after the 
second collapse. It was only me and two or three Port 
Authority cops and a civilian. That was all that was 
left that I saw from where I was standing, which would 
be the second footbridge by 6 World Trade, north. 
There was nobody else standing after that. 

So then we went back. We got through, and I 
met with Ray Reilly, who was a Lieutenant in 248, and 
we were trying to get up onto 6 World Trade because 
there was a guy on the top floor of 6 World Trade 
hanging out the window. So I tried to move 12 Truck. 
I couldn't get 12 Truck started. It wouldn't move. 


Then all of a sudden the chauffeur came and moved it, 
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but they still couldn't get it. They still couldn't 
get him. 

So we took the portable ladder off of 24 
Engine's rig, put it up there, and we started up, where 
I met with my captain and a couple of guys from 255 up 
there, and we took a window and we went inside of 6 
World Trade Center. They were carrying out the guy 
from Rescue 1. I don't know his name. But they were 
carrying him out. We helped them carry him out, and 
then we stretched a hand line into 6 World Trade Center 
to about the 4th floor to knock down some fire. Then 
we went back down and we were knocking all the car 
fires down and we were just looking for people. 

We scuttled back towards what would be like 
where the Winter Garden is, over there, and that's 
where I met up with the rest of the guys from 255 and 
Ladder 157, and we started digging and we found Chief 
Ganci and Chief Feehan there. Then after that we just 
kept just digging for people, you know, for the 
brothers. 

Actually, it all happened so fast. They say 
it took like 40 minutes between or whatever. Still it 
was just very fast the way everything went. Then I was 


there until 9:00, 9:30 at night. I got there about, 
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I'd say, right before the first collapse, enough time 
for me to get out of the truck, walk north with my gear 
on, right under the footbridge, right to about here, to 
about right in front of the 6 World Financial Center, 
when No. 2 World Trade Center came down. That was it. 
BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Okay. Thanks, Joe. 


That concludes our interview. It's 2:37 p.m. 


